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above character are completed you will return to your station. You 
are directed to nominate an acting assistant surgeon for duty at Wil- 
mington during your temporary absence. 

Eespectfully, yours, Walter Wyman, 

Supervising Surgeon- General U. S. M. H. S. 

Request from Little Bock, Ark. , and reply. 

[Telegram.] 

Little Eock, Aek., April 21, 1898. 

Supervising Surgeon- General, United States 

Marine-Hospital Service, Washington, D. C. : 
Am requested to wire following to you: "Besolved, that the presi- 
dent of this board is hereby authorized and requested to apply to the 
United States Marine- Hospital Service for such assistance as the Gov- 
ernment may be willing to lend toward the suppression of smallpox 
now existing at Little Eock and vicinity. Signed: J. A. Woodson, 
president ; F. J. Ginocchio, secretary, Little Eock board of health. 
Approved, Daniel W. Jones, Governor of Arkansas." Thirty cases in 
pesthouse, 8 in city, 3 in country to-day. 

Gibson, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington, D. C, April 22, 1898. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Gibson, Little Bock, Ark.: 

Government can not give financial assistance, but if desired will send 
officer thoroughly experienced in suppressing the disease to advise and 
confer with board. Please convey this message to board. 

Wyman, 
Supervising Surgeon- General U. S. M. H. 8. 

On receiving the following reply, Passed Assistant Surgeon Magruder 
was directed to proceed to Little Eock to advise with the board : 

[Telegram.] 

Little Eock, Akk., April 22, 1898. 
Supervising Surgeon- General, United States 

Marine- Hospital Service, Washington, D. ft: 
Eesolution of board of health intended as request for Service control 
of outbreak. Board requests officer to be sent anyway. 

Gibson, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington, D. C, April 28, 1898. 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Magruder, United States 

Marine-Hospital Service, Memphis, Tenn.: 
Have request from board health and governor Arkansas for Service 
assistance suppression smallpox Little Eock and vicinity. Sent reply. 
Government would not give financial aid, but would send experienced 
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officer to advise with board, and board replies, requesting officer. 
Nominate acting assistant, and proceed to Little Eock soon as practica- 
ble. Consult with Acting Assistant Gibson, and Dr. Woodson, presi- 
dent board. As soon as services as advisor are completed, return to 
station. 

Wyman, 
Surgeon- General. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Morbidity and mortality in the Spanish army in Cuba during the calendar 

year 1897. 

Washington, D. C, April 25, 1898. 

Sie : There are in Habana 5 military hospitals, the largest being the 
Alphonso XIII, which has a capacity of 3,320 beds. It is built of wood 
on the pavilion plan, and is situated on a high eminence in the outskirts 
of the city, and is well removed from all other buildings. Its equipment 
is almost perfect, having been constructed by a Spanish engineer who 
was educated in the United States. The surface drainage is complete, 
and if this building is not destroyed it could be utilized by the United 
States as a hospital for the troops occupying the city of Habana. The 
lightest mortality of all the military hospitals on the island was recorded 
here. Cases of yellow fever and smallpox are treated at this hospital, 
several wards being set aside for that purpose. Here it may be said 
that but few cases of smallpox have developed among the soldiers. 

There is a second wooden hospital called Cuartel de Madera, having 
1,000 beds, and situated in the Parish known as Jesus Maria. It is 
poorly constructed and could only be used as a hospital for yellow fever 
cases. 

The Benificencia Hospital has 2,000 beds; it is situated near the 
Gulf and is built of stone. The building was formerly used as a found- 
ling asylum, but was taken by General Weyler in 1896. It would be 
unwise to use this structure as a hospital. No surgical cases were 
treated in this hospital. 

San Ambrosia is an old stone structure situated near the Taliapiedra 
wharf, and beyond doubt is the filthiest building in Haoana, and has 
always showed a heavy death rate. It should not be used for United 
States troops. It has 900 beds. 

There are two hospitals in Eegla, but in the official reports they are 
made to appear as one, and will be so spoken of in this report. The 
buildings are old sugar warehouses. They are poorly equipped, and 
the administration was bad. They contained 3,000 beds. No attempts 
to isolate cases of infectious or contagious diseases have ever been made. 
Yellow fever and smallpox were treated in the general wards. 

There are also in Habana the following civil or municipal hospitals — 
Eeina Mercedes, Paula, Quinta del Eey, and Dependiente. With the 
exception of the first, all of them are filthy institutions, and were 
erected many years ago. 

The Eeina Mercedes was built in 1885 ; it is of stone, has 10 pavilions, 
each holding 24 beds. During the past year it has been overcrowded, 
and a high mortality has resulted. There were from 400 to 500 patients 
treated at this hospital from August to December, and there were over 
750 deaths in that time. Such a bad state of affairs existed that clinical 
lectures of the medical college were abandoned on account of the danger 
to the attending students. Many cases of smallpox occurred there dur- 



